TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATION          207

The lack of adequate communicationl is one of the
greatest handicaps which Turkey is experiencing at the
present time. It is noteworthy that the regions traversed
by railways have "been those which have become con-
spicuously productive2 in the space of a very few years.

But before describing the present status of railway
transportation, it may be well to describe other means
of communication, some of which have been in use from
time immemorial.

SEAPOETS AND SHIPPING

The sea lanes are the natural western approach to
Turkey, whose frontiers are still mainly along the coast.
Before the Great War, the land boundaries in Europe
were Bulgaria and Greece, and in the Middle East, the
Caucasus and Persia. In 1923, the European boundary
remains practically the same: but in Turkey-in-Asia,
there is no national outlet to the southeastern Mediter-
ranean, the Red Sea, the Persian Gulf, or the Indian
Ocean. The southern frontier is now roughly contiguous
to the northern land limits of Syria and Iraq. To appre-
ciate the import of the.diminished area of New Turkey,
with particular reference to port commerce, consult the
special table in the chapter on Foreign and Domestic
Commerce. The seacoast cities have a large part in
Turkey's welfare both because of the inaccessibility of

1 There are the special territorial privileges accorded to foreign nationals,
described in considerable detail later in this chapter. The parcelling ont
of these special privileges has hindered the possibility of a unified trans-
portation system and at the same time it has turned trade from its natural
rontes.

9 But not only should physical means of transportation be adequate but
also travelling should be made safer. The G-erman scholar, Kateel, has
shown that the periods of prosperity in Asia Minor have been those times
when roads were adequately protected and travel was reasonably safe. This
observation has been a result of researches extending from six centuries
before the time of Christ until the present day. This conclusion requires
no elaboration.